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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
636, I voted ‘Nay’ when I intended to vote 
‘Yea’. 

f 

SHARON TREFNY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Sharon Trefny for receiving the 
West Chamber’s 2015 Celebrate Women 
Award. This award celebrates local women 
leaders with drive, perseverance and service 
to their community. 

Sharon has spent extensive time as a sys-
tems engineer, community organizer and 
project manager, working with both domestic 
and international partners. She helped estab-
lish the Native American Commission on 
Urban Affairs, the first of its kind in the coun-
try. Sharon also helped to create a Women’s 
Commission in Los Angeles where the first 
U.S. rape hot-line was set up. 

In 2000, Sharon became the First Lady of 
the Colorado School of Mines. In that position, 
she interacted with women leaders such as 
Jehan Sudat (the late Anwar Sadat’s wife), 
Madeline Albright, Wu Yi (Vice Premier of 
China), Jill Biden, and a UN delegation of 
women from Afghanistan. Sharon used the in-
sight she gained from these experiences to 
help connect women’s leadership to the 
women on the School of Mines campus. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Sharon Trefny for receiving the 2015 Cele-
brate Women Award. Thank you for your lead-
ership and service to the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CALVIN 
FRAUENFELDER AND DUSTY 
JOHNSON 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Calvin Frauenfelder and Dusty John-
son for their hard work and dedication to the 
people of Colorado’s Fourth District as interns 
in my Washington, DC office for the Fall 2015 
session of Congress. 

The work of this young man and woman 
has been exemplary and I know they both 
have bright futures. They served as tour 
guides, interacted with constituents, and 
learned a great deal about our nation’s legisla-
tive process. I was glad to be able to offer this 
educational opportunity to these two and look 
forward to seeing them build their careers in 
public service. 

Our interns have made plans to continue 
their work with various organizations in Wash-
ington and Colorado. I am certain they will 
succeed in their new roles and wish them all 

the best in their future endeavors. Mr. Speak-
er, it is an honor to recognize Calvin 
Frauenfelder and Dusty Johnson for their serv-
ice this Fall. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CANDY ALCOTT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise with Congressman MIKE THOMPSON to 
recognize Candy Alcott, an amazing Livermore 
resident whose acts of kindness are bringing 
joy to Lake County children devastated by the 
Valley Fire. 

When the Valley Fire destroyed hundreds of 
homes earlier this year, leaving many families 
with nothing, Candy jumped into action. She 
wanted to make sure the children of Lake 
County were ‘‘not forgotten.’’ 

Candy drove from Livermore and brought 
donations. She gave away a few bikes that 
first day, but there were still many more kids 
in need. Candy said she would be back, and 
she has fulfilled that promise over and over 
again. 

Thanks to Candy’s tireless efforts, good Sa-
maritans and generous businesses have do-
nated hundreds of bikes. Now called the ‘‘Bike 
Angel,’’ she has even created a group, Bike 
Angels United, to help continue this outpouring 
of love and support for the children of Lake 
County. 

Candy said that the generosity people have 
shown in donating the bikes has been a ‘‘mir-
acle.’’ This miracle, though, only happened be-
cause of her caring, dedication, and energy. 

We want to express our deepest apprecia-
tion for Candy’s devotion to the children af-
fected by the Valley Fire. What she has done 
is truly remarkable, and we wish her the very 
best as she continues her charitable work. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE AVON CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE’S 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate 
the Avon Chamber of Commerce’s 50th anni-
versary. 

Today, we recognize the Avon Chamber of 
Commerce for serving as a tireless advocate 
for our local businesses and an essential re-
source for their leaders and employees. Over 
the past 50 years, the chamber has worked 
hard to create an environment that allows its 
members to flourish by providing advice, re-
sources, and networking opportunities. Cur-
rently, the Avon Chamber of Commerce rep-
resents a diverse group of over 340 busi-
nesses—both large and small—from every in-
dustry. 

We here in the State of Connecticut are 
proud of our highly-skilled workforce, and 
Avon is an ideal location for companies who 
want to take advantage of this strength. Orga-
nizations like the Avon Chamber of Commerce 
help businesses continue to grow, so that 

Connecticut’s economy is vibrant and competi-
tive for years to come. The Farmington Valley 
owes much to the Avon Chamber, and Con-
necticut is a better state thanks to their advo-
cacy. I look forward to continuing to work with 
the chamber as they continue to thrive and 
welcome more businesses into the region. 

Congratulations to Executive Director Lisa 
Bohman, Board President John Shea, the 
Board of Directors, staff and members of the 
Avon Chamber of Commerce on its 50th anni-
versary. 

f 

JOAN SMITH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Joan Smith for receiving the West 
Chamber’s 2015 Celebrate Women Award. 
This award celebrates local women leaders 
with drive, perseverance and service to their 
community. 

Joan began as a Parent Resource Coun-
selor in 1992, but for the past 25 years has 
worked for Rocky Mountain Education Center 
at Red Rocks Community College. During her 
tenure, she wrote the first National Science 
Foundation Grants on behalf of the college 
both of which were funded and began the long 
and very successful relationship between NSF 
and Red Rocks Community College. 

As director of the OSHA Institute at Red 
Rocks Community College, she became pas-
sionate in seeking solutions to the high fatality 
rate among oil and gas workers in the field. 
Joan worked nationally through the industry’s 
STEPS Network to convene a committee of oil 
and gas professionals from across the country 
to develop safety training programs for work-
ers. She has also developed relationships be-
tween the College and several international 
partners, including the countries of Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia. She worked with students, uni-
versities, and employers in Jordan to create 
the first Solar Energy Technician and Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Associates Degree 
programs through the Al Baqa Applied Univer-
sity. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Joan 
Smith for receiving the 2015 Celebrate 
Women Award. Thank you for your leadership 
and service to the community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CHINESE-AMER-
ICAN PLANNING COUNCIL (CPC) 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the Chinese-American Planning 
Council (CPC), which today celebrates 50 
years of service to the Chinese-American, im-
migrant and low-income communities in New 
York City. 

CPC was founded at the grassroots level 
and its roots are deep in New York’s Chinese 
American community. In the mid-1960s, as im-
migration from Asia began steadily growing, 
CPC was launched and began counseling 
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